
 
Hawaii’s 2007 Small Business Awards Winners 

 

 
2007 SBA Small Business Award Winners for the State of Hawaii 

Front row: Glenn Nohara, Malcolm Koga, Kari Leong, Cindy Makimoto, Dr. Tin Myaing Thein, Barbra Pleadwell, Teruko Kuniyuki 
Back row: Michael Inouye, Evan Inouye, Alvin Makimoto, Brian Iwata, Marseu Simpson, Alii Chang, Barbara Hastings, Nobuo 

Kuniyuki 
 
 

Small Business Person of the Year 
Malcolm Koga and Glenn Nohara – Koga Engineering and Construction (State of Hawaii) 

Stephanie Biven – Biven’s Electric Inc., dba West Coast Construction  (City & County of Honolulu) 
Russell Ruderman – Island Naturals Market, Inc. & Island Naturals Pahoa  (County of Hawaii) 

James Kartes – Paradise Television Network (County of Maui) 
Sharron Weber – Kauai Enterprises, Inc., dba Tire Warehouse (County of Kauai) 

 
SBA Family-Owned Business of the Year 

Alvin Makimoto – Uptown Service  (State of Hawaii) 
Alan Young – Young’s fish Market (City & County of Honolulu) 

Jeremy Kozuki – Home Maid Bakery (County of Maui) 
 

SBA Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
Anthony Yamada, David Inouye & Michael Inouye – Worldwide Business Network, dba Ideal Collectables (State of Hawaii) 

Brian Zada – BRZ Inc., dba Pretzelmaker (City & County of Honolulu) 
Zendo Kern – Superior Development Group, LLC (County of Hawaii) 
Thomas Middleton – Pacific Lawn and Landscape (County of Kauai) 

 
Small Business Exporter of the Year 

Nobuo and Teruko Kuniyuki – Goodtimes Limited (State of Hawaii) 
 

Financial Services Champion of the Year 
Brian Iwata – Taketa, Iwata, Hara & Associates (State of Hawaii) 

Annette Pauole-Ahukuelo – Kuha‘o Business Center (County of Maui) 
 

Home-Based Business Champion of the Year 
Lani Weigert, Alii Chang & Marseu Simpson – The Lavender Farm, Inc., dba Ali‘i Kula Lavender Farm (State of Hawaii) 

Barry Michael Wong – Building Specs Hawaii, LLC (City & County of Honolulu) 
Susan Kim – Susan Kim Coaching, LLC (County of Maui) 

 
Small Business Journalist of the Year 

Evan and Kari Leong – Greater Good, Inc.  (State of Hawaii & Region IX) 
Linda Dela Cruz - MidWeek (City & County of Honolulu) 

Debra Lordan – Maui Weekly (County of Maui) 
 

Minority Small Business Champion of the Year 
Dr. Tin Myaing Thein – Pacific Gateway Center (State of Hawaii) 

 
Women in Business Champion of the Year 

Barbara Hastings & Barbara Pleadwell (State of Hawaii & Region IX) 
Piia Aarma – Pineapple Tweed  (City & County of Honolulu) 

Muriel Boot – Tropical Tees and Kona Gift Gallery, Eelskin Outlet (County of Hawaii) 
 



 
 
County of Hawai‘i 
 
Muriel Boot  
Kona Gift Gallery, Eelskin Outlet  
Affordable Business Services  
 

Described as a real dynamo by colleagues and friends, Muriel Boot puts her 
energy and knowledge to work to improve opportunities for women of all ages in 
her community. She shares her experience as the successful owner of multiple 
small businesses with other women.  Boot spearheaded the local “Grant for 
Success” scholarship for women over 21 wh o need more education or  skills as 
well as for the Young Careerist program in high schools. Recognizing gaps in 
services, Boot co-founded a non-profit organization, Makoa Wahine ‘O Kona to 
assist others with fundraising to support local programs.  

 
Nominated by Joycelyn Binney, Bank of Hawai‘i 
 

 
 

2007 PHOENIX AWARD  
FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO DISASTER RECOVERY 

 
Nominee for Disaster Area 2 
 

Mayor Harry Kim was selected by SBA Disaster Area 2 Field Office as the 
nominee for the Outstanding Contribution to Disaster Recovery by a 
Public Official for his actions following the K�holo Bay earthquake on 
October 15, 2006.  Within minutes, Kim opened the Civil Defense 
Emergency Operations Center in response to the impact of the 6.7 quake 
to assess the dangers and damage facing residents across the county. 
 

 
Muriel Boot 

Mayor Harry Kim 


